
 
Dear Dorset Street Neighbors, 
 
My name is Dorothy Loren. I am a child psychologist and mother to a 2-year-old boy, Arthur, 
who attends MJ Sleeper’s Our House daycare in South Burlington, and will attend in Charlotte if 
approved. I am so saddened to hear that there is opposition to the proposal to move this 
wonderful, high-quality daycare to a beautiful new location, so I’d like to share my experience 
with Our House and help folks understand what a value it has brought to our lives and our 
neighborhood. 
 
With regards to traffic concerns, I will share my experience. We currently live south on Dorset 
street from the current location of the daycare, and often drop off Arthur at the end of the 
drop-off window, around 8:30am. I would estimate that 80% of the time, I encounter no other 
parents during drop-off. About 20% of the time we might drop off at the same time as another 
parent, which is a joy. During pickup, we are usually there around 4:00pm, and might see an 
average of 2 other families picking up at that time. Given this, I do not think there is any serious 
potential for traffic impact on Dorset street as a result of the daycare.  
 
With regards to property value, I feel particularly compelled to weigh in as a person currently 
looking to purchase a home in Shelburne or Charlotte–there is no way that the presence of a 
nearby high-quality daycare would ever negatively impact my desire to purchase a home in the 
neighborhood. Having this kind of daycare center nearby could only add desirability for myself 
and any other young professional families, who I hope would be welcome to live in your 
neighborhood.  
 
As I have first-hand experience in the multi-layered obstacles (limited childcare options, 
skyrocketing housing costs) that make Chittenden County a challenging place to live with a 
young family, it is incredibly saddening to hear that there is any opposition to this project. My 
husband and I came to this area to work at UVMMC, with the hopes that we would find a 
welcoming community willing to be our “village” in raising our children, and Our House has been 
exactly that for us. When Arthur was born, I looked high and low for childcare options that would 
meet my–admittedly high–standards, and I think Our House is the best in the area. Anyone 
would be lucky to have MJ and Liam, and Our House, in their neighborhood. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dorothy Loren, PhD 
 
 


