
Lauren & Tom Child 
44 Braeburn St South Burlington, VT 05403 
802.777.3774 
4/15/2025 
 
Charlotte Planning & Zoning Board  
Subject: Letter of Support for Our House Home Daycare at 435 Dorset St.  
 
Dear Members of the Charlotte Planning & Zoning Board, 
I am writing to you today to express my strong support for Liam O’Farrell and Mary Jo Sleeper 's application 
to operate a home daycare at their new residence located at 435 Dorset St in Charlotte. I have been a neighbor 
of Our House Preschool since its opening for the past four years [at their previous home daycare location at 
255 Crispin in South Burlington] and I have firsthand experience with the unobtrusive and respectful manner 
in which they operate their business. 
 
In the time that Our House Preschool has been located across the street from my home, I have consistently 
observed their operations (I work from home and have eyesight to the address throughout the day). Contrary 
to the concerns raised by the new neighbor, I have not witnessed any significant increase in traffic due to the 
daycare. In fact, the drop-off and pick-up times are typically staggered and brief; I have never observed any 
issues with congestion or unsafe driving practices. If anything, the presence of the daycare has potentially 
contributed to a slightly reduced traffic speed during these limited times, as parents are naturally cautious in a 
residential area with children. 
 
Furthermore, the claim that the daycare will disrupt the "quiet rural appeal" of the neighborhood and devalue 
surrounding properties does not align with my experience. Our House operates quietly and respectfully. I 
have never heard excessive noise or disruptive behavior emanating from the property. In my opinion, a well-
run home daycare such as Our House poses no threat to the peaceful enjoyment of neighboring properties (or 
the value to nearby homes, as many homes in proximity have been sold for above their value since the daycare 
has opened). 
 
Our House was a valuable asset to the Cider Mill neighborhood, not only providing a safe environment for the 
children in their care, but to all children in our quiet little neighborhood. They were a responsible and 
considerate neighbor and will be missed.  
 
Based on my four years of direct observation, I am confident that Our House will operate their home daycare 
at 435 Dorset St in Charlotte with the same level of professionalism and respect for their neighbors as they 
have demonstrated here. I believe the concerns raised by the new neighbor are unfounded and do not reflect 
the reality of how they run their business. 
 
I urge you to carefully consider my observations and approve Our House Preschool’s application to operate 
their home daycare. It would be a benefit to the community and would allow a responsible and dedicated 
caregiver to continue providing an essential service. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lauren & Tom Child 
802.777.3774 


