CHARLOTTE VOLUNTEER FIRE & RESCUE SERVICES, INC.
P.O. Box 85, Charlotte, VT 05445-0085

Business: (802) 425-3111 - Fax: (802) 425-3115

June 9, 2025

MJ Sleeper
435 Dorset St
Charlotte, Vermont 05445

Project Location: ‘
Barn/Garage conversion at 435 Dorset St, Charlotte, Vermont

Dear Mrs. Sleeper,

After reviewing the site location, | recommend the following for Charlotte Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Services, Inc ability to serve:

1) The first 20 feet of driveway widened to 18 feet wide. This will allow easier access for both
emergency and non-emergency vehicles.

2) The turnaround located at the main house, should be widened a minimum of 2 feet on the
west side. This will provide emergency vehicles additional space to quickly and safely navigate
the turnaround in the event of an emergency. You should also consider widening the east side.

3) Parking spaces in front of the barn should be located to the west of the parking lot. Leaving
the space in front of the barn open. This will aid with response to this location in an emergency.

4) During winter months, all access roads and parking areas shall be kept clear of show and ice.

5) During an emergency, there shall be a safe plan in place to clear vehicles from driveway and
prevent additional vehicles from entering the property. This is especially important during pick
up/drop off times. If the driveway is not able to be cleared prior to the arrival of emergency
vehicles, this should be communicated quickly when calling to report an emergency. If traffic
becomes unsafe or congested on the roadway, the Vermont State Police should be notified
immediately.

6) Staff should utilize portable two way radio communication during an emergency

7) Keep all trees and branches trimmed back out of the road/driveway the width of
driveway/roadway and up to 15 ft in height. This will allow apparatus to have clear access in an
emergency.

8) Recommend allowing Charlotte Fire and Rescue crews to walk through the barn during the
construction phase and prior to being occupied. This allows Charlotte Fire and Rescue to gain
valuable knowledge of building construction and pre-planning information that would aid in an
emergency situation.



9) Provide contact information for responsible party or designee for maintaining these
recommendations. This should be updated yearly.

As you are aware, my site visit included utilizing our Heavy Rescue to navigate your property in
its current state. | was able to safely:

-Enter the property
-Turn around in the turnaround located at the house site, with some minor maneuvering.

- Navigate and turn around spaciously in the area adjacent to the barn

In addition to the site visit, we spoke about the importance of:
- Being trained to call 911
- Being CPR/First Aid/AED certified
- Having an AED on site
- Having an evacuation plan
- Being trained on the use of a fire extinguisher

-Assuring no open flames (candles) are used

In the past year there was a grass fire located behind your property. During that emergency, four
large apparatus utilized your driveway and turnaround/parking areas. It was noted by my
Assistant Chief that there was plenty of room to operate on your property during that
emergency.

These recommendations should occur prior to occupying the proposed project area. It was a
pleasure meeting and working with you. If you have any questions or would like to discuss this
further, | can be reached at 802-425-3111 x3 or email Chief@CVFRS.org

Respectfully, \/5/\

Chief Jami lyou
Director of Emergency Services
Charlotte Volunteer Fire and Rescue Services, Inc



