
 

June 9, 2025 

Dear Charlotte Development Review Board: 

We are writing regarding your decision on DRB-25-034-CU-SP. We would like to ask for your 

reconsideration of a few items on our conditional use permit for the property located at 435 Dorset 

Street that we are converting into Our House Preschool. 

Per your recommendation during our meeting on April 23rd we reached out to Chief Valyou of the 

Charlotte Fire Department to share his firsthand knowledge if our current driveway would be safely 

accessible for an emergency response team. Please see his letter of ability to serve for details of his 

findings.  

We also reached out to Lieutenant Cory Lozier from the Vermont State Police regarding his firsthand 

knowledge of traffic safety concerns coming in and out of our driveway onto Dorset Street as he is in 

charge of the area we live in.  

Finally, I spoke with the Charlotte Road Commissioner, Junior Lewis, over the phone, he also came and 

visited our property. He agrees with Chief Valyou regarding widening the first twenty feet of the 

driveway to 18 feet and deferred all other recommendations regarding changes to you but did agree the 

driveway was flat, had a turn around and was easily accessible.  

Liam and I first and foremost want to do everything we can to create the safest environment for the 

children and families we serve and the Charlotte community. We believe based on the knowledge and 

information attached that widening the first twenty feet of the driveway to eighteen feet and widening a 

small section of the west side of the turnaround by two feet and finally clearly marking parking spaces 

on the west side of the parking lot will achieve all of your safety concerns. Chief Valyou also shared with 

me that prior to our ownership of the property there was a small brush fire in the back yard and all 

emergency vehicles were easily able to access the fire.  

Chief Valyou recommended Liam and I reach out to Mike Jordan from Hello Neighbor for support in 

getting this project completed and estimates on the cost. His quote to add gravel (not pave) the first 

twenty feet to eighteen feet is $6000 and will be a bit more to fix the small section of the west side of 

the turnaround circle. While this is a large expense we had not anticipated, we agree that after hearing 

from the individuals above it is necessary. To widen the entire driveway by another 2ft is an additional 



$3000. Given that all the individuals we spoke with agree this is not “necessary” we are hoping that you 

are willing to reconsider this portion of the permit conditions.  

Thank you for your work to better our community and taking this request into consideration.  

Sincerely,  

MJ Sleeper & Liam O’Farrell 

 


