Chapter 1 Charlotte Tomorrow
1.1 VISION & GOALS

The Charlotte Town Plan expresses our vision for the future of Charlotte. In its vision for the
future, the Charlotte Town Plan builds on the town's most valuable characteristics — its rural
landscape, healthy environment, small-town character, history, and a long tradition of active
participation by citizen volunteers in local government and community activities.

Charlotte shall continue to be a town that honors its community and agricultural heritage,
adapts to present-day forces and factors, and provides for citizens to live in a traditional rural
Vermont setting of village areas surrounded by countryside homes that are compatible with
healthy natural areas and working landscapes. We will strive to provide a safe, clean and
beautiful environment, including Lake Champlain. We also develop policies and standards that
protect our natural and cultural features while encouraging entrepreneurial and traditional
economic activities compatible with our values.

Goals

» To balance property owner rights to reasonably use their land in keeping with overall
public health, safety, welfare and the goals of this Town Plan;

» To reinforce historic settlement patterns by focusing growth in our hamlets, and east and
west villages, while conserving our Areas of High Public Value (see Figure 1 below);

» To maintain and enhance the integrity and continued viability of natural and cultural
features with high public value, including land and active agricultural use, prime and
statewide agricultural soils; steep slopes; flood hazard areas, surface and groundwater
resources; shoreland buffers; special natural areas, wildlife habitats, water supply source
protection areas, and other ecologically important natural areas; scenic views and vistas;
historic districts, sites and structures; and conserved land;

» To recognize and protect the Town’s natural and cultural resources through both
regulatory and non-regulatory actions;

» To promote social, economic, cultural and racial diversity and sense of community
through actions that encourage moderately priced and affordable housing, a sustainable
agricultural economy, social, educational and commercial services, and environmentally-
sound rural and small business enterprises;

» To promote access and appropriate use for open land and recreational resources;

» To plan for and prioritize capital improvements consistent with the fiscal ability of the
Town;

» To promote community interaction, volunteerism, and spirit;
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