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      July 17, 2017 
Ms. Paulette Thibault 
498 North Pasture Lane 
Charlotte, VT 05445 
 
RE:  Sites Management Activities Completed, Former Walton Property, 498 North Pasture Lane, Charlotte, VT (SMS 
Site #98-2342) 
 
Dear Ms. Thibault: 
 
The Sites Management Section (SMS) has recently conducted a review of the above referenced site file.  Information 
contained within our site file includes the following: 
 

• In February 1998, a 275-gallon above ground storage tank (AST) failure released approximately 175 gallons 
of kerosene. Environmental Products and Services, Inc. (EPS) was retained for soil excavation and monitoring 
activities. EPS excavated approximately 25 cubic yards of contaminated soil from the eastern side of the 
residence. During the excavation, free product, groundwater, and bedrock were encountered at 
approximately 7 to 8 feet below ground surface (bgs).  Soils encountered consisted of coarse permeable sand, 
used for backfill. No soil or groundwater samples were collected following the excavation, and no details 
regarding field screening for VOCs were included in the report.  

 
• A sump pump placed in the excavation pit recovered approximately 40 gallons of free product in the first 

week. Shortly thereafter, a vacuum truck removed approximately 600 gallons of water in an attempt for 
enhanced product recovery, but no product or sheen was evident so water was decanted back on site. Weekly 
inspections of the foundation perimeter drain were also conducted, no product was observed during any of 
the inspections. 

 
• On July 21, 1998 EPS installed a soil vapor extraction (SVE) system. Two borings were advanced to 

approximately six feet bgs and completed as extraction points. The system influent and effluent were 
monitored on a weekly basis for volatile organic compounds (VOCs) with a photoionization detector (PID). 
On October 26, 1998, the SVE system was reconfigured to extract vapors from three sub-slab points installed 
in the basement. Initial PID readings obtained from the vapor extraction points ranged from 38 to 101 parts 
per million (ppm).  On March 30, 1999 PID readings of the SVE influent were below 5 ppm for a period of six 
weeks. The system was approved for decommissioning on April 7, 1999. 

 
• The residence is served by a drilled water supply well, located approximately 30 feet south of the spill area. 

On March 2, 1998, the water supply well was sampled for Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) by EPA 
Method 8015 and VOCs by EPA Method 524.2. Several VOCs were detected below their respective Vermont 
Groundwater Enforcement Standards (VGES), and benzene was detected at 5.0 parts per billion (ppb), 
equivalent to the VGES.  
 

• Three additional water supply wells, on three adjoining properties, were located within 300 feet of 
the site. In March 1998, these three water supplies were sampled for VOCs by EPA Method 524.2. 
No VOCs were reported above laboratory detection limits. The Walton water supply well and the 
three neighboring wells were sampled again on April 3, 1998, and no contaminants were reported 
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above laboratory detection levels in any of the wells. Confirmatory samples collected from the onsite water 
supply well on May 14, 1998 were also all non-detect for VOCs. A final sample event of all four supply wells 
was conducted on March 11, 1999. No VOCs were reported above laboratory detection limits in any of the 
samples.  

 
• The initial 25 cubic yards of soil that was excavated was stockpiled and subsequently transported offsite for 

thermal treatment. The soil disposal was documented in a letter dated March 16, 1998 from EPS, though no 
documentation from the waste facility was ever received. Documentation to verify when the soil disposal 
occurred is no longer available from EPS.  

 
Based on the above, it appears that this site does not pose an unacceptable risk to human health or the environment.  
Therefore, the SMS is assigning the site a Sites Management Activities Completed (SMAC) designation. The SMAC 
designation does not release the property owner from any past or future liability associated with the petroleum 
contamination at this site.  It does, however, mean the SMS is not requesting any additional work at this time. 
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me; I may be reached at (802) 249-5822. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Patricia Coppolino  
Environmental Program Manager 
Sites Management Section 
 
 
c:    DEC Regional Office – Essex 
 Charlotte Selectboard/Council 

Charlotte Health Officer  
 via electronic mail 


