
 

Charlotte Conservation Commission 
 
January 20, 2025 
 
To: Members of the Charlotte Development Review Board and Project Applicants 
RE: DRB-24-179-SK Leary-Laberge 
 
The Charlotte Conservation Commission (CCC) received notice for DRB-24-179-SK 
Leary-Laberge on December 19, 2024. We have reviewed the application and don’t have any 
concerns at this time. As we do for other applications, we included a list of the Areas of High 
Public Value (AHPV) present on the property as a reference for future planning (see below). We 
would like to alert the applicants that their property includes a Highest Priority component for 
Rare and Uncommon Species, as identified by the BioFinder tool from the Vermont Agency of 
Natural Resources (see Figures 4 and 5). The property also includes blocks within the Charlotte 
Significant Wildlife Habitat Map (Forest and Linkage Habitats, see Figure 1). Forest blocks 
provide habitat and connectivity for wildlife. They also absorb more rainfall than open land and 
provide a cooling effect through capture and redistribution of solar energy. 

Areas of High Public Value (AHPV) 
●​ Per the Town Plan and Land Use Regulations, we have identified AHPV: 

☑ Primary (prime & statewide) agricultural soils 
●​ There is a narrow strip of statewide agricultural soil on the western side of 

this property, away from the existing buildings.  
☑ Steep slopes (equal to or in excess of 15%) 

●​ There is a small area of 15-25% slopes on the northwestern corner of this 
property, away from the existing buildings. 

☑ Wildlife habitat (identified in the 2008 Charlotte Significant Wildlife Habitat Map 
Project): 

☑ Forest Habitat 
●​ Forest habitat throughout the property (see Figure 1) 

☑ Linkage Habitat and Connecting Corridors 
●​ There is a large band of linkage habitat  on the western side of this 

property (see Figure 1) 
☑ Scenic views and vistas (as identified in Charlotte Town Plan), or 

●​ Greenbush Road is a most scenic road. There is also a scenic view across 
the road at 3358 Greenbush Road (see Figure 2) 

☐ Conserved lands 
●​ Not on this property, but there are conserved lands on several nearby 

properties (see Figure 3). 
 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 
—The Charlotte Conservation Commission 
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Appendix A. Supporting Materials 
Figure 1. The Charlotte Significant Wildlife Habitat Map shows Forest Habitat and Linkage 
Habitat on the property (buildings circled in red). 

 

Figure 2. The Charlotte Map Viewer shows a scenic view and most scenic road near buildings 
(circled in red) on the property. 
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Figure 3. The Charlotte Map Viewer shows conserved lands near the property (buildings circled 
in red). 

 

Figure 4. The Charlotte Map Viewer shows State rare, threatened, and endangered species (plant) 
on the property. 
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Figure 5. The Vermont Agency of Natural Resources BioFinder shows Highest Priority for Rare 
and Uncommon Species on the property. 
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