Charlotte Conservation Commission

March 24, 2025

To: Members of the Charlotte Development Review Board and Project Applicants
RE: DRB 25-016-CU Darling’s Boatworks

The Charlotte Conservation Commission (CCC) received notice of DRB 25-016-CU Darling’s
Boatworks on February 5, 2025. We have reviewed the application and have the following
comments and/or questions regarding conservation:
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Role of the CCC

The CCC acts in an advisory role to the DRB per Vermont Statute 24 V.S.A. § 4505.
We review all DRB applications to see how the proposal meets the conservation
requirements of the Land Use Regulations (LURs) and Town Plan (TP).

We prepare and submit letters for all DRB applications.

Comments and questions within the letters are based on the TP or LURs.

We are happy to answer any questions about this letter and further discuss this
application. Please reach out to us at conservation@townofcharlotte.com.

Conclusions

The parcel is located in the Charlotte Commercial District and does not appear to have
any significant Areas of High Public Value.

The Charlotte Significant Wildlife Habitat Map shows that the eastern half of the parcel
lies within the railroad corridor linkage habitat.

According to Vermont ANR Biofinder the parcel contains several areas with Highest
Priority Rare and Uncommon Plant Species. Due to the commercial use of the property
and the current dormancy of plants, it is difficult to determine if these plant species still
exist at the site, however, the CCC recommends relocation from areas to be disturbed if
the plants are still present.

Vermont ANR Biofinder also lists the entire parcel as part of Highest Priority and Priority
Surface Waters Area.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fGpo7F47BMFMOR6mxciJk4WjqBiGGa-m7HHNKFrIhNo/edit#heading=h.1fob9te
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fGpo7F47BMFMOR6mxciJk4WjqBiGGa-m7HHNKFrIhNo/edit#heading=h.1t3h5sf
mailto:conservation@townofcharlotte.com

The CCC supports that the application suggests:

e Additional landscaping/screening along the parcel borders. We recommend use of only
native plants and long term plant care.

e Creation of a stormwater management system.

e Use of downcast outdoor lighting as well as motion sensor lighting to mitigate light
pollution.

Areas of High Public Value (AHPYV)

e Per the TP and LURSs, we have identified AHPV:
[] Land in active agricultural use
[ Primary (prime & statewide) agricultural soils
[] Steep slopes (equal to or in excess of 15%)
[] Flood hazard areas
A Surface waters, wetlands and associated setback and buffer areas (Surface Water)
[] Shoreland setback and buffer areas
[] Special natural areas (listed in the Town Plan, Chapter 2 — Charlotte Today)
A Wildlife habitat (identified in the 2008 Charlotte Significant Wildlife Habitat Map
Project):
[] Forest Habitat
[] Persistent Shrubland Habitat
[] Aquatic Habitat
M Linkage Habitat and Connecting Corridors ( railroad corridor)
[] Water supply and ground water recharge areas
[] Source Protection Areas (SPAs)
[] Historic districts, sites and structures,
[] Scenic views and vistas (as identified in Charlotte Town Plan), or
[ Conserved lands

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.

—The Charlotte Conservation Commission
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Vermont ANR Biofinder: Highest Priority Rare and Uncommon Species
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