
Conservation Commission Advisory Review  

(A) Purpose. To provide advisory input to the Development Review Board (DRB) and the 

applicants, in conformance with 24 V.S.A. § 4464, on impacts to natural resources identified in 

the Charlotte Town Plan, Charlotte Significant Wildlife Habitat Map, and adopted resource 

maps,. 

(B) Applicability. The Zoning Administrator shall refer to the Conservation Commission: (1) 

subdivision and subdivision amendment applications; and (2) site plan or conditional use 

applications located within or adjacent to: (a) wildlife habitat or connectivity areas; (b) primary 

or secondary forest blocks; (c) wetlands, streams, riparian buffers, or river corridors; (d) 

significant natural communities or slopes >15%; (e) scenic or conservation priority areas. 

(C) Scope of Review. The Conservation Commission may address wildlife habitat and corridor 

impacts; forest fragmentation; wetlands and surface waters; erosion, stormwater, and soils; 

scenic resources; light pollution; and measures to avoid or mitigate impacts. 

D) Pre-Application Review. Applicants shall be encouraged by the Zoning Administrator to meet 

with the Conservation Commission prior to filing their application to identify any natural 

resource constraints. The CCC may meet with the applicant and conduct site visits, .  Ssuch site 

visits must be accompanied by the Zoning Administrator. Meetings by the advisory commission 

on the application shall comply with the Open Meeting Law and the requirements of the 

Conservation Commission’s rules of procedure, but shall not be conducted as public hearings 

before a quasi-judicial body. 

(E) Advisory Comments. Pursuant 24 VSA 4464, If the advisory commission finds that an 

application fails to comply with one or more of the review standards, it shall make every effort 

to inform the applicant of the negative recommendations before the public hearing, giving the 

applicant an opportunity to withdraw the application or otherwise prepare a response to the 

advisory committee’s recommendations at the public hearing. Advisory commissions may also 

suggest remedies to correct the deficiencies that resulted in the negative recommendations. 

The Conservation Commission should notify applicants of any concerns of adverse impacts on 

natural resources prior to the public hearing, and suggest remedies to mitigate those concerns.. 

The Conservation Commission may submit written or oral comments to the DRB. prior to the 

public hearing when practicable. Comments become part of the record. If not received within 

required timeframes, DRB review shall proceed.  
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