Charlotte Land Use & Development Regulations CHAPTER IV. SPECIFIC USE STANDARDS

Table 4.3: Guidance for Planning Renewable Energy Projects

Careful planning of energy generation projects, particularly larger projects, will often
incorporate several of the following characteristics:

e Roof-mounted systems; where feasible
e Active engagement with neighboring property owners early in the planning stages;

e Systems located in close proximity to, or screened by, existing large-scale commercial,
industrial or agricultural buildings;

e Proximity to existing hedgerows, evergreen vegetation, berms, hills, or other
topographical features that naturally minimize the aesthetic impact of the proposed
solar project;

e Reuse of former brownfields or otherwise impacted property, which otherwise
complies with the setback requirements of these regulations.
Projects that have NOT been carefully planned often fail to consider the following:
e Natural screening;

o Placement within topography that causes the project to be highly visible against the
skyline, or a dominant feature when viewed from public, historic or scenic places, and
common vantage points like roads, neighborhoods or within a significant viewshed.
Significant viewsheds within the Town of Charlotte include the Town’s scenic roads
and vistas (Town Plan Map 9);

o Alocation that requires clear-cutting or fragmentation of the working landscape;

e Disruption of wildlife habitat including core habitat areas, migratory routes, and travel
corridors.
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