
From: Lydia Clemmons
To: jake@encorerenewableenergy.com
Cc: Trieschmann, Laura; Bob Heiser; Ben Kurtzman; crfortin@gmavt.net; Town Planner; Town Admin;

jess.scriver@gmail.com; Nancy Winship Milliken; nanandmilliken@gmail.com; Vera Simon-Nobes; Kay Johnson;
James Bentil; Catharine Noel; Tracy Zschau

Subject: Lake Road Solar and Lake Road Bess Proposed Solar Array and Battery Energy Storage System Project in
Charlotte

Date: Friday, September 5, 2025 7:32:58 PM

TO:
Vermont Public Utility Commission
c/o Clerk of the Commission
112 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05620-2701
 
Encore Renewable Energy
Attn: Jake Clark
50 Lakeside Avenue, Suite 110
Burlington, VT 05401
jake@encorerenewableenergy.com
 
RE: Lake Road Solar and Lake Road Bess Proposed Solar Array and Battery Energy Storage
System Project in Charlotte
 
I am writing to respond to the communication issued to our organization and other adjacent
landowners regarding the above-referenced project. 
 
Clemmons Family Farm Inc. is a Vermont 501c3 nonprofit organization that owns and
stewards the 138-acre Clemmons Farm, located north and adjacent to the solar array and
battery energy storage system project.  The Clemmons Farm is a rare gem for the town of
Charlotte, the state of Vermont, and the nation and must be preserved and protected. With the
support of many stakeholders at state and national levels, Clemmons Family Farm has worked
with Vermont Land Trust, Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, and the American
Farmland Trust to ensure that the Clemmons farmland is protected from development through
a conservation easement on the open agricultural meadows, rare clayplain forest abundant
with wildlife, and other natural resources that include Pringle Creek, wetlands, and beaver
ponds that are all in close vicinity to the proposed solar and battery energy storage system
project site. We have also worked with the Vermont Department of Tourism and Marketing,
the National Division for Historic Preservation, and the National Park Service to ensure that
the entire Clemmons Farm is recognized as an official landmark on the Vermont African
American Heritage Trail and is listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a historic
site of national significance.
 
Given the significance of the Clemmons Farm and all of these efforts to preserve and protect it
as a unique state and national historic site and an important natural resource and land asset, we
are deeply concerned about the proposed project and its implications for the Clemmons Farm,
our local human community, and the natural communities in the area.  From what we have
understood of the maps and plan, the solar panels would be in direct line of sight on the
Clemmons Farm looking south from our meadows and looking west from one of the most
scenic areas on Greenbush Road, significantly decreasing the scenic beauty of the Clemmons
Farm for our residents, our collaborating artists and farmers, and for the many community
members, tourists, and others visitors to the Farm. 
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Last year, in public meetings held by the Town Selectboard and the Charlotte Trails
Committee to discuss plans for town walking trails in the same general location, I represented
our organization and Farm community to voice our deep concerns about the Farm's
vulnerability to trespassing should a public walking trail run close to the Farm.  From what we
have understood of the maps for the proposed site, it appears that in addition to the solar
panels and battery energy storage system, there are plans to construct a gravel road from Lake
Road through the site, and that this road would run close to the Farm's southern border. We
believe the proposed gravel road represents an even worse scenario than the proposed public
walking trail to which we vehemently objected, because it would increase the Clemmons
Farm's vulnerability to trespassers who may include those who wish to harm the Clemmons
Farm's artists, farmers, and visitors, or to vandalize or otherwise harm the Clemmons Farm
property, including future art installations and walking trails that we would make available to
the public through controlled and monitored access.   
 
We therefore recommend the following:

That, prior to any additional steps to realize the project, the project team provide to
Clemmons Family Farm and other adjacent landowners visual renderings that will
enable us to have a clear understanding of how the panels would impact the view from
the Clemmons Farm- including from Greenbush Road, from the south end of the
Clemmons Farm, and from Lake Road;
That assessments and a written report sharing the evidence-based opinions of wildlife
and natural resources experts be provided to the public regarding any potential impact of
the project on wildlife, wetlands, and natural resources;
That assessments and a written report sharing the evidence-based opinion of a team of
public health experts be provided to the public regarding any potential risks to human
health and wellbeing from the proposed 15,000 solar panels on 21 acres and battery
energy storage system project;
That a public hearing be held after the public has received and had a reasonable amount
of time to review the reports.

Thank you,
 
Lydia Clemmons
 
Lydia Clemmons, PhD, MPH, President and Executive Director
Clemmons Family Farm, Inc.
PO Box 546
Charlotte, Vermont 05445
Mobile: (802) 310-0097 

 

 


